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MERIDIAN INTRODUCES 861 V6 REFERENCE DIGITAL 
SURROUND CONTROLLER 
 
 
International CES, Las Vegas, January 7-10 2010, Venetian Tower, Suites 235 and 236 -

Since its first appearance in 1998, the Meridian 861 Reference Digital Surround 

Controller has consistently offered the industry’s highest standard in surround 

processing and system control. Its modular architecture allows each unit to be 

individually specified and manufactured. Modular architecture also means that as 

technology standards advance and new features are developed existing 861s can be 

upgraded – adding new processing features and connectivity - a service that 

maintains the value of the customer’s original investment. 

 

Now, Meridian Audio is proud to unveil its sixth version of the 861 Reference Digital 

Surround Controller – the 861 V6.  This new model incorporates SpeakerLink output 

connectivity for up to eight channels of Meridian DSP Loudspeakers and an eight-

channel MMHR input as standard features. The 861 V6 also includes a number of 

other connectivity and performance updates, which makes it arguably the most 

advanced and user friendly high-end Digital Surround Controller available.  

 

At the heart of the ultimate movie system, 861 V6 links all audio sources with flexible 

switching and control, provides advanced audio processing to ensure all sources 

deliver the highest quality sounds, and manages the system’s loudspeakers to 

ensure perfect performance in the chosen listening environment. SpeakerLink output 

connectivity makes specifying and installing a Meridian Digital Theatre system easier 

than ever before and at the same time lifts performance to an even higher level. The 

inclusion of a digital output card (OE14) as part of the 861 V6 core means all 861 V6 

Surround Controllers will be available as standard with sufficient output connectivity 

for a full Meridian Digital Theatre. The Meridian Multi-channel High-Resolution 

(MMHR) input on the IE44 card allows a simple single-wire connection to be made 

between 861 V6 and a Meridian HD621. This link functions at up to eight-channels 

and allows a system combining 861 V6 and HD621 to deliver the full multi-channel 

experience from Blu-ray Discs with the latest soundtracks. 

 



For further press information please contact: 
Andy Giles on andy@andygilesassociates.co.uk or Henry Griffiths on henry@andygilesassociates.co.uk 

 

SpeakerLink inputs on IE44 and optional ID26 cards allow simple high-quality 

connections to be made between Meridian Sooloos products (e.g. Control 10) and 

the 861 V6. The SpeakerLink input carries digital audio at up to 96 kHz, 24-bit 

resolution as well as Meridian Comms. SpeakerLink provides a simpler and more 

robust method of connection than legacy digital audio and Comms connections, 

especially over long distances, making installations quicker and more reliable. 

 

The optional ID40 Sooloos Card enables 861 V6 to connect directly to a Sooloos 

network. It allows the 861 to render audio from the Sooloos system and for control 

commands sent through the 861 (IR, Comms, and Serial) to be used to control the 

Sooloos current Play List. 861 V6 can upsample and process (for example using 

Trifield) the audio stream from Sooloos to enhance sound quality and presentation 

on a multi-channel system. ID40 Sooloos Card and 861 V6 allow for the highest 

audio quality integration of Sooloos in to a Meridian Digital Theatre system. 

Analogue inputs provided by IA04 offer superior audio performance compared to 

analogue inputs on older versions of 861. IA04 can be configured to provide up to six 

stereo inputs or up to two six-channel inputs. This level of performance and flexibility 

minimises the need for additional analogue input cards to be specified, reducing 

complexity and 861 configuration prices for many customers. 

 

861 V6 will be offered in three standard 800 Series colours; Graphite, Silver and 

Black as well as the full range of Meridian Select colour options. An upgrade 

programme will be offered so that owners of existing 861s can upgrade to this latest 

specification where appropriate. 

 

The Meridian 861 V6 Reference Digital Surround Controller is expected to be 
available in the UK from February 2010 at a suggested retail price of £11,500.00. 
 
About Meridian Audio 
Meridian is based near Cambridge, UK, and was founded in 1977 by Bob Stuart and Allen 
Boothroyd. With over 30 years’ history of innovation and development of uncompromised 
consumer home entertainment systems offering exceptional performance, this award-winning 
company is widely recognised as a world leader in high-quality audio and video reproduction. 
Meridian developed the first audiophile CD player, the world’s first consumer digital surround 
controller, and the MLP lossless packing system included in Blu-ray Disc. The company’s 
optical disc players, DSP-based loudspeakers, video projectors, and scalers are unique in the 
industry, maintaining a super-quality digital signal throughout the path from the studio to the 
home, using advanced digital signal processing to deliver both a sweet, natural sound and 
smooth, crystal-sharp images with true cinematic realism. In late 2008, Meridian acquired 
leading networked media server developer Sooloos, and today the Meridian Sooloos Digital 
Media System offers a unique combination of superb digital audio quality with the world’s 
most innovative, flexible and intuitive touch-screen-based home entertainment system. You 
will find more information about Meridian Audio at www.meridian-audio.com  
 
All information provided, including specifications, details and prices, are subject to change 
without notice. 
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